Arab “Ut” and Pipa (four-stringed Chinese lute) of Quanzhou Nanyin(Southern
Music) are quite similar with each other. The fact may indicate certain cultural connection
between them.
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An Arab lady wearing
head cloth and Quanzhou
ladies wearing head cloth.

China and the Arab World along
the Maritime Silk Roads
in 10%"-14%" Centuries
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Maritime trade between China and the Arab World culminated between the 10%
and 14" centuries. Chinese porcelain wares, silk fabrics and daily goods travelled to
many nations along the Maritime Silk Roads, while spices and jewelries from the Arab
World were shipped to ports along the coastline of China, among which Quanzhou,
called Zayton in ancient times, stoed out as the largest trade port of China. Thanks to
trade activities by maritime Muslim merchants, European, Indian and Central Asian
people came to settle in Quanzhou, running business and building living quarters.
Quanzhou thus became their second homeland in the Far East.

It is remarkable that Quanzhou still preserves a good wealth of historic
monuments and sites that bear witness to trade contacts, immigration act
cultural exchanges between China and Western world in the 10%-14% centuri
mark significant testimonies to E /est maritime exchanges in a very impo
period of human history. This exhibition is aimed at displaying ancient, rare and
appealing remains of Quanzhou and reflecting its maritime cultural traditions
and urban spirit that feature openness, diversity and inclusion.

AR, JEPIEH@W?‘ i

YRR

A l:.'*"T“
1H:)Fé'h :
EMIFFIE.

Embracing Monsoons
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Liusheng Pagoda, built in 1111, was a navigational beacon to guide direction for
ocean-going boats in ancient times.
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Quanzhou was once the largest trade port in the world.
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Luoyang Bridge, huiit in 1053-1039, is a cross-channe] stone bridge connecting the
port and the hinterland.
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Qingjing Mosque, built in 1009, is one of the oldest mosques ever preserved in China
today.
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The Gate of Qingjing Mosque Christian Carved Stone
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Hindu Carved Stone
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Civilizations Encounter with Each Other
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Islamic Tombs are tombs of two followers of Islamic Prophet Muhammad in the 7%
century.
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The Gravestone of Anonymous
(Yuan Dynasty)
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The Tablet with Arabic Inscription
Recording the Reconstruction of
Islamic Tombs
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The Gravestone of Fan Ke

Stone Tablet on the Pagoda-shaped Tomb-cover
of Pan Zongling (14" Century) (Yuan Dynasty )
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A large number of Muslim
tomb  inscriptions and
stone covers have been
discovered in Quanzhou,
bearing a testimony to the
large  population  of
Middle East and North
African  immigrants in
Quanzhou during  the
10-14" centuries.

The Confucius Temple of Quanzhou. built in 976-984, is one of the centers for
over-sea dissemination of Confucian ideas and values.
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The Statue of Mani in
Cao’an Temple, built
in 1339, is the world’s
only existing stone
statue of the founder
of Manichacism.
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Buddhist temple, Kaiyuan Temple, first built in 686, preserves numerous cultural

Islamic Tomb-cover with The Gravestone of Official Daluhuachi 5 : : : : : e idi

Moon-in-the-cloud Patrern (Yuan Dynasty)  of Yonchun Couniy (Yo Dynasty) relics, representing the fusion and n]l%lt?ple coexistence in religion, building, art and
R R e i culture between eastern and western civilization,
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The Arabian-Persian in Quanzhou Exhibition in Quanzhou Maritime Museum
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